‘Misunderstood’ Paul    (Rav Shaul)
Many people today have the belief that the Apostle Paul wrote in his Epistles that the law (God’s Law) has been done away with because we are ‘no longer under the law but under grace (Romans 6:14), that we have become ‘…dead to the law… (Romans 7:4)’, and that ‘no man shall be justified by the works of the law… (Galatians 2:16)’.  Although there are many ‘misunderstood’ scripture verses within Paul’s writings, these are the main verses that will be addressed in this teaching.  
In 2 Peter 3:14-18, the Apostle Peter said that some of Paul’s writings were hard to understand:

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked [G113 ‘lawless’], fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Messiah Yahshua. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” 
Peter tells us that there are those who are ‘unlearned’ (untaught) and do not know the Scriptures (those scriptures being Genesis to Malachi in our English Bibles), who are ‘unstable’ or unsure of what the Scriptures actually say, twist or distort some of Paul’s writings. For this reason, as Scripture says, those people will be “destroyed”. Before we go too deep into Paul’s writings I’d like to show scripture references regarding who Paul was… Consider the following:

•Paul believed everything in the Torah (God’s Law) and the Prophets- Acts 24:14
“But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:”
•Paul kept the ‘Feasts of YHWH (LORD)’ as recorded in Leviticus 23- Acts 20:6, 16
“And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. (20:6)

For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost (Shavuot).”(20:16)

•Paul observed the Sabbath – Acts 17:2, 18:4

“And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures,” (17:2)
“And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.” (18:4)

•Paul taught from the Torah – Acts 28:23
“And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.”

•Paul said that we establish the Torah – Romans 3:31

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”
•Paul said that the ‘Law’ of Elohim (God) is Holy – Romans 7:12

“Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”

•Paul obeyed ‘or delighted in’ the Torah – Romans 7:22

“For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:”

Paul was saying and writing these things down long after Messiah was resurrected from the grave. Our Heavenly Father’s perfect law (Psalm 19:7) has not been done away with and His Son, Messiah Yahshua, made perfectly clear that he didn’t come to destroy the Torah (God’s law) but to fulfill it. Fulfilling the law by expounding on it and filling it up with meaning!

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 5:17-18 (words of Messiah Yahshua)

Last time I checked, the earth is still here and because it is God’s law is STILL IN EFFECT! This means that His Perfect Law (Psalm 19:7) which includes the fourth Commandment- the Sabbath day (Exodus 20:8-11), The Feast days of YHWH (Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16), the dietary laws (Leviticus 11, Deuteronomy 14) along with ALL of the 10 Commandments have NOT been done away with NOR have they been changed. We are to obey them today, period. This is what Messiah Yahshua had to say in Matthew 7:22-23 regarding those who did not keep God’s law:
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I (Yahshua) profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

The word translated ‘iniquity’ in the KJV Bible comes from the Greek word ‘anomia (G458)’ and more appropriately means ‘violation of law, lawlessness, wickedness’. You can see that those who do not follow ‘God’s law’ will be driven away from the presence of the Messiah and will hear those fateful words from Messiah on judgment day~ “Depart from me I never knew you, you workers of ‘lawlessness’.  Matthew 7:23
So what exactly did Paul say that is contrary to the ‘law’ or what Messiah Yahshua said? In order to fully understand Paul, one should have a good understanding of the TaNaKh (T- Torah: 1st five books of the Bible, N- Nevi’im: Prophets, K- Ketuvim: Writings). Even with a good understanding of only the Brit Chadasha (Renewed Covenant –N.T) can lead to Paul’s message being distorted and having a biased opinion regarding Paul due to modern ‘Christian’ doctrine can lead one to an inaccurate understanding and conclusion of this Apostle’s Epistles.  It is my sincere hope that you, the reader, leave all unbiased teachings and understanding behind and pray to our Heavenly Father for guidance and discernment as you read the following ‘Hard Sayings’.

“…We are no longer under the ‘law’ but under grace” (Romans 6:14):

‘Under the law’ is not negative but when you break or transgress the ‘law’ it has negative connotations. When someone breaks the law in America there is a ‘penalty’ to be paid:  serving time or paying a fine. The law (Torah) identifies three things: The law 1.) Defines sin 2.) Pronounces blessings for obeying the law and 3.) Pronounces curses for disobeying the law. The Torah (law) is God’s instructions regarding how we are to live. It is written in 1 John 3:4 that “Sin is the transgression of the law (Torah).” If we are no longer under God’s law then we have no definition of sin or what sin is. Often times we hear this argument: “Well, since we are not under the law but under grace, we do not have to obey the law.” Is this what Paul meant in Romans 6:14? Is Paul, after just telling us in Romans 3:31 that “…we establish the law through faith.”, now telling us that since we are no longer under the law but under grace that we are now free from the obligation of obeying the law? NO! After stating that we are not under the law but under grace, Paul asks the question, “What then?” (vs. 15) or put in another way: ‘How are we to understand this?’ “What then? Shall we sin (break the law), because we are not under the law but under grace? God Forbid!” (Romans 6:15). Paul states in the strongest possible language that being under grace does not give us a license to freely break the law. Unfortunately many people today believe this and ignore Paul’s warning of “GOD FORBID!”
If being under grace does not exempt us from keeping the law, then what did Paul mean by saying that believers are 'not under the law?' He gives the answer in Romans 3:19, "Now we know that what things so ever the law says, it says to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." Here Paul equates being 'under the law' with being ‘guilty before Elohim’. In other words, those who are under the law are guilty of breaking it and are under the condemnation of it. This is why believers are not under it as long as they are not breaking God’s law. Believers who are not breaking God’s law are no longer guilty or condemned by it. Therefore, they are not under God’s law, but are under the power of God’s sufficient grace. 

Later in Paul’s argument, he points out that the power of grace is greater than the power of sin. This is why he states so emphatically, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for you are not under the law, but under grace." (Romans 6:14) Grace overrules the authority of sin, giving us the power to obey our Heavenly Father’s law. This is the effective reason why Paul states in Romans 6:1-2 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God Forbid!”
Suppose a man has been sentenced to death. Waiting for the execution the man would truly be under the law in every sense of the word - under the guilt, under the condemnation, under the sentence of death. Just before the execution date the governor reviews the condemned man's case and decides to pardon him. In the light of extenuating circumstances the governor exercises his prerogative and sends a full pardon to the prisoner. Now he is no longer 'under the law' but ‘under grace’. The law no longer condemns him. He is considered totally justified as far as the charges of the law are concerned. He is free to walk out of the prison and there's not a policeman in the country that can lay their hands upon him. But now that he is under grace and no longer under the law, can we say that he is free to break the law? Absolutely NOT! In fact, that pardoned man will be doubly obligated to obey the law because he has found grace from the governor. In gratitude and love he will be very careful to honor the laws of the state which granted him grace. And according to Paul this is exactly how True Worshippers today should esteem the Law. Romans 3:31 "Do we then make void the law through faith? God Forbid: yea, we establish the law.”
In a similar way you and I were that prisoner. We were “under the law,” under the guilt, under the condemnation, under the sentence of death. And when Judgment Day comes our lives will be reviewed (Act 17:30-31). For those of us who have surrendered our lives to the Messiah and allowed him to live his life through us; his sacrifice and his death (in our stead), will satisfy the requirement of the law, and we will be given a full pardon. (Romans 8:4). 
When Paul asks the question as to whether the law is nullified for us just because of our faith, his answer is that the law is not only NOT done away with, it is ESTABLISHED in the life of the ‘grace-saved’ believer. Just as the prisoner who was so close to death and found 'grace' in the eyes of the governor will be extra cautious in obeying the laws of the land, so we also in realizing the price that was paid to redeem us to the Father, will be extra cautious in obeying His Law.  This is why the apostle John says, "By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments (law). The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1John 2:3-4)  
“…dead to the law…” (Romans 7:4)
Many take this scripture out of context to prove that God’s law has been ‘done away with’ or ‘no longer in effect’. Notice that Paul stated “You…are become dead…” (Romans 7:4). Paul didn’t say that “The law is dead.” Messiah’s sacrifice did not do away with God’s law. Messiah also stated that he didn’t come to do away or destroy the law but to fully preach the law (Matthew 5:17). What Paul is saying here is by accepting Messiah’s sacrifice (through true repentance) as the payment of the death penalty for breaking God’s law (sinning); believers had become dead to the law. Take a look at the similar language that Paul writes in Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
For context, notice what Paul has to say in the next two verses: “For when we were in the flesh (before being ‘born-again’), the motions (influence) of sins, which were by the law (see Romans 7:7), did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.” (Romans 7:5) Paul is saying here that while we were sinners, we were worthy of death, having broken God’s law (see Romans 3:23). In Romans 7:6, Paul writes, “But now we have been delivered from the law (that being the death penalty that the law required), having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the spirit and not the oldness of the letter.” Interestingly, Paul asks a question in verse 7: “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid!” Paul explains that He did not know sin except through the law. This is because God’s law identifies what sin is. 
Unfortunately, many today have been wrongly told that Messiah’s sacrifice eliminated the need for obeying God’s law. In no way does Romans 7:4 prove that God’s law is void or that the law is dead. Paul is pointing out that by dying for us; Messiah paid the penalty that the law required for us. Paul furthermore explains in Romans 6:3-4 that we are dead with him (Messiah). “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Messiah Yahshua were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Messiah was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
“…man is not justified by the works of the law…” (Galatians 2:16)
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Messiah Yahshua, even we have believed in Messiah Yahshua, that we might be justified by the faith of Messiah, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)

What does scripture say here? That the works of the law cannot justify us. Does this seem to contradict what Paul has said in Romans 2:13 that “not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” Paul also said in Romans 3:20 that “by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified…” Either Paul is contradicting himself or they are all true. Galatians 2:16 states that we are justified by the “faith of Messiah”. This means that we must be doers of the law to be justified by Messiah. This lines up perfectly with what James says in that we justify out faith through works (James 2:18). The point here is that one cannot earn salvation through only keeping the law. Why? “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Paul also writes in Romans 5:12 that “by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:” If we all were saved by only keeping the law, without Messiah, then we could brag to each other or even to God that we ‘earned’ salvation. Consider another passage from Paul: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Messiah Yahshua unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)

For by God’s grace we are saved through faith in Messiah. We should now solidify that faith by walking in love and obedience to God’s law. We should show our humble gratitude to our creator that we will walk in His laws, His commandments! Who are the saints in Revelation? They that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Messiah Yahshua (Revelation 14:12). 
The Messiah, Peter, John, and James did not say or write anything that the law has been done away with and neither did Paul. Is Paul then a liar or has he been misunderstood? It is right to say that not only has Paul been misunderstood but people over the centuries have twisted and distorted his teachings and taken multiple scriptures out of context. It is up to each one of us to study out the scriptures to show yourself approved unto God (2 Timothy 2:15). All praise, honor, and glory to our Heavenly Father for his mercy and grace! If you have any questions or comments regarding this teaching, please contact us via email or through our website listed below.
Shalom~

returnoftheremnant@gmail.com


www.returnoftheremnant.com
*I wish to thank my brother and friend Reuven for taking the time to walk me through the scriptures- including those written by the Apostle Paul and showing me Yahweh’s truth.
